NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 9, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Benjy Harris, Dr. Sandra Massey, Scott Foushee, Dave Kajikawa, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, and Nyesha Greer.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Phil McDonald, Jim McClarty, and Phillip Brown.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gown Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for June was given. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Beautification Meeting
· Land Bank
· As of July, Jackson County is a Tier 3 County




DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· White River Women’s Shelter
· Breakthrough Solutions Conference 
· Chamber Membership Drive
· New Vision Class 17

RENEWPORT GRANTS

FatHead Pizza, located at 1204 Highway 367 N. in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of drainage work, sign, windows, and doors.  The total cost is $6,600 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Commissioner Benjy Harris, made the motion to approve the grant with a second by Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Motion carried.

UNITY/ASU-NEWPORT NURSING BUILDING UPDATE

Unity Health and ASU-Newport have been collaborating on a state-of-the-art nursing facility to expand the nursing program for ASU Newport. The ASU Newport and Unity Health Systems have not been able to come to an agreement on the lease of the facility. So, the project is no longer feasible.   The NEDC committed $250,000 to the project which will no longer be reserved for this project.

TAYLOR MADE AMBULANCE JOB EXPANSION

Taylor Made submitted a proposal request for a Job Creation Grant.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to table the proposal to gather further information with a second from Nyesha Greer.

RETAIL STRATEGIES INVOICE

The NEDC is in the third and final year with Retail Strategies.  The Commission could opt out of the contract with no penalty at this time.  However, Retail Strategies assisted with recruiting a hotel in Newport.  The hotel will create around twenty jobs and receive no incentives from the NEDC.  It will help area business’s that send 85 percent of people that need lodging in Newport out of town.  Retail Strategies is looking to recruit a restaurant near the hotel.   Factory Connection is a result of Retail Strategies.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to continue the contract with Retail strategies for $30,000 for the third year.  Dr. Sandra Massey seconded the motion, Motion carried.

CITY OF NEWPORT REQUEST – ROAD BEHIND SHEARER’S

The road behind Shearer’s is in need of repairs.  Mayor David Stewart provided a proposal based on TIPS from Hawkeye Enterprises, Inc. to repair the road for $22,600.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion for a Grant to the City of Newport for $11,300 to pay for half of the cost of repairs.  Scott Foushee seconded the motion, Motion carried.


[bookmark: _GoBack]GRÄNGES WATER LINE UPDATE

The Newport Municipal Water Company has extended the water line across the road and is in the process of testing it.  The Newport Municipal Water Company will cover the cost of labor and the Newport Economic Development Commission will cover the cost of materials for the project.   The NEDC should receive receipts for the materials soon.  If, the cost for materials are more than the proposed $15,000 Director Chadwell will bring them before the commission.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Natural State Wellness and Delta Medical Cannabis are both under construction.  Inspection in one facility should be at the end of July.  Product could be produced as soon as August or September in at least one facility.

IMAD REQUEST

Phillip Brown’s program I’m Making A Difference has been active the last four years with a summer program and an after-school program to help area youth.  The program has 112 children registered with the age range of 6 to 14 years of age.  IMAD is working with the school district to ensure academic success for area youth that have challenges at home. The program employees 16 people and are adding 5 more employees due to record enrollment.  Mr. Brown owns three business that will continue to fund IMAD in the future.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to give a one-time Community Grant for $20,000 to IMAD.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. amended the motion for $25,000 with a second from Nyesha Greer, Motion carried.

AIR CONDITIONING UNIT DECISION

One of the air conditioning units in the Business Resource Center has a leak in a coil and needs repairs.  Mize Heating and Air, Inc. provided an estimate to replace the coil for $4,795.88 or replace the unit for $8,180.55.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made the motion to replace the unit contingent on checking on the warranty.  Dr. Sandra Massey seconded the motion, Motion carried.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS

The executive committee recommends employee promotions for administrative assistant, Christel Taylor and executive assistant, Courtney Baker. Courtney Baker will now be the Assistant Director of Financial and Business Services and her new position will pay $13 per hour.  All other benefits will remain the same as she previously had.  Christel Taylor will now be the Assistant Director of Public Relations and Marketing and her new position will pay $13 per hour.  All other benefits will remain the same as she previously had.  These changes were made retroactive to July 1, 2019.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., made a motion to approve promotions for NEDC staff, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner seconded that motion, Motion carried.




ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Sandra Massey, meeting adjourned.








