NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 11, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Lee Scoggins,  Benjy Harris, Dr. Sandra Massey, and Scott Foushee.
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dave Kajikawa, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, and Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Phil McDonald, John Casteel, Shane Grady and Jimmy Heatherly.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for May was given. Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Hawkeye Construction was awarded the Port Authority Bid
· Sara Helms will be a part time employee to handle the Downtown Events
· Tour of Newport with Rex Nelson and Skip Rutherford
· Meetings with Chip Gibson and Tony Ivie
· Memorial Day Ceremony
· GoGo Real Estate



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Arkansas Scholars for Tuckerman and Newport Schools
· Tropical Sno Ribbon Cutting
· Mid-South Health System Ribbon Cutting
· Traveling Planetarium
· Movies in the Park/Jumanji
· Tek Starz/ASU-Newport
· Breakthrough Solutions Conference


RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants at this time.

RECENT PUBLICITY

Newport has recently had some wonderful press.  The Delta Arts Festival was featured on the front page of the Style section in Little Rock.  Rex Nelson also wrote an article that featured Newport on the front cover of Sunday’s paper.  


UNITY/ASU-NEWPORT NURSING BUILDING UPDATE

Unity Health and ASU-Newport are collaborating on a state-of-the-art nursing facility to expand the nursing program for ASU Newport.  It will feature an emergency room and hospital room settings as well as allow ASU-Newport to expand the number of EMT’s, paramedic and nursing students.  The NEDC committed $250,000 to the project.  The program should be finalized soon.

EVER CORPORATION

DMC, Inc. has removed all property they own. Allen Brooks is interested in salvaging the building for the materials.  Mr. Brooks has a truck to haul off any property left to the landfill if the NEDC will pay for the tipping fee.  Director Chadwell is getting a quote to remove 25 metal drums and any asbestos in the building.  The back buildings do not contain any asbestos and can be removed.  Gränges is building a new office and looking into possibly expanding. Gränges is thinking of a ribbon cutting in August.  The cleanup process is continuing.  

PROSPECT ACTIVITY

The NEDC has seen more interest in housing prospects, unfortunately one manufacturing prospect that Director Chadwell has been working with has decided to choose Memphis over Newport.  State taxes and the close proximity to the railroad some of the factors that caused the prospect chose Memphis.  Retail Strategies assisted with bringing Factory Connection to Newport.

MOST

The NEDC and MOST continue to support the Newport School District and the new superintendent Brett Bunch.  Brett Bunch will start on July 1.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Natural State Wellness and Delta Medical Cannabis are both under construction.  The City of Newport, ASU Newport and John Conner, Jr. have been very cooperative and have granted easements for the utility companies at no cost.  Product could be produced as soon as August or September in at least one facility.

AAIMS AP TRAINING

The Newport School District sent faculty to AAIMS training to improve student test scores for advance placement courses.  The Northeast Arkansas Higher Education Charitable Foundation funded two teachers for AAIMS training, since they are Jackson County graduates.  The NEDC did a community grant in the amount of $13,889 for training for the AAIMS program. 

Gränges Water Line Update

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gränges needs to upgrade the water line to their new office facility and their plant.  They have approached the City of Diaz and Diaz does not have sufficient funds to upgrade the line.  The City of Newport will extend the water line and cover the labor.  Benjy Harris made a motion to accept with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, meeting adjourned.







