NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, April 11, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Dave Kajikawa,  Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, Dr. Sandra Massey, and Scott Foushee.
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, and Benjy Harris

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Phil McDonald, Chris Howard, John Casteel and Jimmy Heatherly.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for March was given. Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Mid-South Basic Economic Development Institute
· Prospect
· Go Go Real Estate
· Tommy Drew
· Gränges
· LEAD AR March 28, March 29, March 30
· CTE Completers Ceremony


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Pot of Gold March 30th 
· Arkansas Scholars for Tuckerman and Newport Schools
· Factory Connection to open in May
· Senior Send Off April 25th 
· Ozark Gateway Tourism Banquet at Jacksonport Visitor Center April 25th at 6:00
· New Vision Graduation May 14th 
· Kids Festival May 4th 


RENEWPORT GRANTS

Two ReNewport grants were presented to the Commission.  First, the White River Women’s Shelter which has relocated to the former Jackson County Jail is seeking a ReNewport grant for signage.  Their application is for exterior work, includes signage and qualifies for the maximum grant funds of $2,500.  Second, GoGo Real Estate purchased the building adjacent to their current building, 414 Second Street.  They will be putting on a new roof, new windows and doors, and painting the building.  Their request qualifies for the maximum grant funds of $2,500.
Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to approve the grants.  Nyesha Greer seconded the motion and it carried.

NEDC MEETING DATES AND TIMES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the floor for discussion on changing the Newport Economic Development Commission regular monthly meeting to the second Tuesday of the month and changing the time to 9:00 am.  After discussion, the Commission agreed that moving the meeting to Tuesday would be beneficial.  Several Commissioners preferred 7:00 am due to the lack of work conflicts.  Nyesha Greer made a motion to change the meeting date to the second Tuesday but to keep the time at 7:00 am, with a second from Dave Kajikawa.  The motion carried.

UNITY/ASU-NEWPORT NURSING BUILDING UPDATE

Unity Health and ASU-Newport are collaborating on a state of the art nursing facility to expand the nursing program for ASU Newport.  It will feature an emergency room and hospital room settings as well as allow ASU-Newport to expand the number of EMT’s and nursing students ASU-Newport can enroll.  A special meeting may be called to discuss a clause in the contract between Unity Health and ASU-Newport.  Unity Health has concerns over a state required clause in the contract.  Director Jon Chadwell is working with both groups to address Unity Health concerns in the contract. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. wanted to remind the Commission of the McCartney Scholarship that M&P Trust which awards applications for graduates of Jackson County high schools for nursing and education degrees. ASU-Newport also, has eight scholarships it offers for students that want to work at Unity Health.



EVER CORPORATION

DMC, Inc. has less than 30 days to remove any property they own. Allen Brooks is interested in salvaging the building for the materials.  Mr. Brooks has a truck to haul off any property left to the landfill if the NEDC will pay for the tipping fee.  Director Chadwell is getting a quote to remove 25 metal drums and any asbestos in the building.  The back buildings do not contain any asbestos and can be removed.  Gränges is building a new office and looking into possibly expanding.

PROSPECT ACTIVITY

The NEDC is seeing an uptick in prospect activity.  Commercial, retail and housing prospects are increasing.  Once Director Jon Chadwell meets with a prospect, if that prospect is interested in property listed by a realtor then the prospect is put in contact with the realtor for the property.  We are also in the finals for two facilities and hope to hear in the next 30 to 60 days.

MOST

Most has not had a meeting since the last NEDC meeting.  Ken James has run an ad in The Independent for school choice to entice students to enroll in Newport Schools.  An ad has also been placed on the electronic billboard to promote Newport Schools.  The new superintendent has reported that several cost saving benefits has been found.

LEADAR

[bookmark: _GoBack]LeadAR Class 18 was in town on March 28th, 29th and 30th.  This is their Community and Economic Development Seminar.  We hosted 28 participants plus 3 staff members in the community.  A meal was hosted at the Country Club on Thursday night and a meal at Jacksonport State Park on Friday night.  The Commission and the Chamber board attended those events.  Several thank you letters have been received from the participants thanking the NEDC for their hospitality.  All participants left with a wonderful opinion of Newport.

EDA GRANT

The NEDC is working with White River Planning and Development District on an Economic Development Administration grant to acquire and renovate the former Capital Wire Building for a local business to expanding.  There are a lot of moving parts that have to happen for this to occur, but it seems that there is a strong possibility of the grant.  It would be approximately a $2,000,000 project with a $400,000 match from the NEDC, however, the NEDC would recoup its funding through a lease agreement.



INFRASTRUCTURE NEED

Gränges needs to upgrade the water line to their new office facility and their plant.  They have approached the City of Diaz and Diaz does not have sufficient funds to upgrade the line.  White River Planning and Development District has met with them about grants, but the timing may take longer than they need.  Meetings will be held with Newport Municipal Water, Diaz and others to see if we can find a way to get this done for Gränges.  

ADJOURNED

 Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Dave Kajikawa, meeting adjourned.





