NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, March 14, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dave Kajikawa, Benjy Harris, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. , Lee Scoggins and Scott Foushee.
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dr. Sandra Massey, and Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Phil McDonald, Shane Grady, John Casteel and Jimmy Heatherly.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for February was given. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Superintendent Candidates Meeting
· Prospect
· Go Go Real Estate
· Tommy Drew
· Gränges
· LEAD AR March 28, March 29, March 30


[bookmark: _GoBack]DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· UCA Poverty Simulation at ASU
· Poverty Task Force
· Pot of Gold March 30th 
· Downtown Entertainment Series Meeting
· Kids Festival May 4th 
RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants this month.

EVER CORPORATION

Phase I environmental studies should be complete within the week.  A before and after will be included in the Phase I study.  Asbestos was found in the floor tiles and in the office and in the caulk in the windows, which will be easy to remove.  The insulation contains some asbestos in the boiler room will require a little more to remove.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Natural State Wellness and Delta Medical Cannabis have construction underway.  Due to excessive rain this winter further progress has not been made.

PROSPECT ACTIVITY
The NEDC is seeing an uptick in prospect activity.  Commercial, retail and housing prospects are increasing.  Wednesday the AEDC brought a prospect to town.  Friday, an agricultural processing prospect will be visiting the community.  Monday, a housing prospect will be coming to visit.  We are also in the finals for two facilities and hope to hear in the next 30 to 60 days.

MOST

The consulting firm took twenty applications for superintendent and narrowed that down to four.  The school board chose two candidates to interview and will hire a new superintendent at the school board meeting tonight.  The new superintendent will start July 1st.  Jeff Sampson has announced he is running for school board.  

LEADAR
LeadAR Class 18 will be coming to town on March 28th, 29th and 30th.  This is their Community and Economic Development Seminar.  We will have 28 participants plus 3 staff members in the community.  We will host a meal at the Country Club on Thursday night and a meal at Jacksonport State Park on Friday night.  The Commission and the Chamber board will be invited to attend those events.  If you could make one it would be greatly appreciated.

EDA GRANT
The NEDC is working with White River Planning and Development District on an Economic Development Administration grant to acquire and renovate the former Capital Wire Building for a local business to expanding.  There are a lot of moving parts that have to happen for this to occur, but it seems that there is a strong possibility of the grant.  It would be approximately a $2,000,000 project with a $400,000 match from the NEDC, however, the NEDC would recoup its funding through a lease agreement.

INFRASTRUCTURE NEED

Gränges needs to upgrade the water line to their new office facility and their plant.  They have approached the City of Diaz and Diaz does not have sufficient funds to upgrade the line.  White River Planning and Development District has met with them about grants, but the timing may take longer than they need.  Meetings will be held with Newport Municipal Water, Diaz and others to see if we can find a way to get this done for Gränges.  They have already exceeded budget on the office building. 

ADJOURNED

 Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Benjy Harris, meeting adjourned.




