NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
THURSDAY, January 10, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. , Dr. Sandra Massey, and Nyesha Greer. 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins and Benjy Harris

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Phil McDonald, Shane Grady, Jimmy Heatherly, Justice of the Peace Wayne Long, and Tommy Clark.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for December was given. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Motion carried.  The amended budget will be ready to vote on in February or March.  A quarterly breakdown of outstanding obligations will be available at the next NEDC meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Mega Site certification
· Housing Authority is looking for an Executive Director
· Hospital Board
· Laura Cornett with First Community Bank
· Susan VandeZande with Gränges
· AEDC Foundation lunch January 30


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Muffins with Mom
· Several new Chamber members
· Chamber Board Executive Meeting
· Jacksonport State Park Business After Hours
· Chamber Banquet January 31
· AR Care Ribbon Cutting
· Downtown Entertainment Series Meeting
· New Vision Newport to Little Rock February 5


RENEWPORT GRANTS

We have no ReNewport Grants

EVER CORPORATION

The NEDC voted to give a grant of $250,000 to the Newport Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board to purchase the former Ever Corporation building and a grant up $10,000 to cover any associated closing costs.  DMC, Inc. has 120 days to remove their personal property from the building.  Closing on the property could be as soon as next week.  Several individuals are interested in taking down the buildings for the materials.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Jackson County most likely will not receive a dispensary. It is possible that Jonesboro will receive a dispensary.  Delta Medical has switched locations to Rice Road, across from the ADC Grimes Unit.  They plan to break ground as soon as two weeks from today.

[bookmark: _GoBack]LIBRARY

The Jackson County Library has asked the NEDC to consider the possibility of a building swap.  Gary Campbell submitted an estimate to remodel the Library for the purposes necessary to conduct the business of the NEDC.  His estimate is $190,000. Director Jon Chadwell has informed Librarian Tonya Ryals on the quote.  The Library Board is still interested in the building swap and plans to have the NEDC building evaluated for their purposes.  The appraised value of the Jackson County Library is $700,000. 

City of Diaz Sewer Loan Renewal

The NEDC gave a ten year loan to the city of Diaz for the sewer system.  The 5-year loan had a balloon payment due in December and the city attorney reviewed the contract. It was renewed for another 5 years with a 2 percent interest rate.

MOST

The members of MOST organized a group of parents to speak to the school board to give insight into reoccurring issues in the school district.  Some of the speakers had already left the district and others are on the waiting list to attend school in the Valley View School district or considering leaving the district.  A consulting firm has been hired to assist the school district with looking for a new superintendent.  The consulting firm will interview the school board, a group from the community, a group of teachers and administrators, and a student group.  A survey will be sent out to gain input into what the community feels would be important qualities would be suited for a superintendent for Newport.  A meeting will be held January 24, for input from the community too.  The school board will narrow the candidates down to three for the consultation firm to do background checks on.  A new superintendent may be announced as soon as spring break. July 1 will be the superintendents first day.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott Foushee, Meeting adjourned.



