NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018
7:00 A.M.
NEWPORT BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr., Dave Kajikawa, Dr. Sandra Massey, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins and Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Layne Bowen, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, Jimmy Heatherly, Darren Caldwell, Kenneth Grady, Carlon James and John Casteel.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Commissioner Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

March’s financial report was given. Director Chadwell pointed out that a check was written from the NEDC bank account to the National Main Street Center for $350.00. That check should have been written from the D.R.I.V.E. bank account and will be reimbursed by next month’s meeting. Commissioner Scott Foushee made a motion to approve the March financial report with a second from Commissioner Benjy Harris, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· The White River Regional Port Authority received a bid for the new road they are building to their port. The bid came in lower than expected so they will be able to build more road than originally planned.
· Ritter Communications is working on getting broadband internet into downtown Newport. They are currently trying to get grants in order to help with the costs of installing the necessary equipment for the broadband internet.
· Director Chadwell spoke with John Pettie, Tim Watson and Rob Ratton about the legal standing the city has to sue due to the delay in the rewarding of medical marijuana licenses.
· Mayor David Stewart, Judge Jeff Phillips and Director Jon Chadwell went to Little Rock for a conference regarding the new Competitive Communities initiative. Director Chadwell stated that Newport received a lot of positive comments from people all over the state. 
· Several prospects have been interested in the properties towards the airport. Currently the properties do not have the utilities infrastructure to host even half of the prospects that have viewed the properties. Director Chadwell has been speaking with the water and electric companies to see what can be done about the need for more services.
· Director Chadwell spoke at Mid-South Basic in Little Rock.
· April 3, 2018 a prospect came and viewed Newport as a potential home for their industry. Director Chadwell, and others, showed the prospect around town.
· Director Chadwell was asked to be on the board to help choose the new CEO of Unity Health Medical Center to replace Ray Montgomery.

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· The Terry Scoggins Memorial Event on April 7 was a success. The event moved inside to Frankie’s Place due to weather conditions.
· Saturday, April 14 was the first Movies in the Park, sponsored by ASU-Newport, of the summer. The movie played was “Back to the Future”. 
· In April there will be several free events for the community like an Art Camp, River Country Concerts and Bluesday Tuesday.
· This year’s New Vision Newport class is finishing up their projects. Graduation is on May 8 at the Newport Country Club where they will present their finished projects.
· Scott Wood Ram is hosting a Business after Hours on April 19 from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
· Mize Heating and Air opened a Newport location and will be having a Ribbon Cutting Friday, April 27.
· The Pot O’ Gold fundraiser was a success. The Chamber’s goal was to raise $3,000 and we exceeded that amount.
· The Chamber purchased equipment for the new outdoor stage from funds left over from the PortFest Festival.

RENEWPORT GRANTS

· Charlene’s Hair & Nail Salon, located at 2620 Highway 367 North in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the costs of a new sign for the exterior of their building. The total cost of the renovation is $2,849.96 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $1,424.98. Director Chadwell said Charlene’s Hair & Nail Salon does qualify for the grant. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to approve Charlene’s Hair & Nail Salon for the $1,424.98 with a second from Commissioner Nyesha Greer, motion carried.
· LNM Body Shop, located at 2620 Highway 367 North in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the costs of a new sign for the exterior of their building. The total cost of the renovation is $2,849.96 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $1,424.98. Director Chadwell said LNM Body Shop does qualify for the grant. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to approve LNM Body Shop for the $1,424.98 with a second from Commissioner Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Since the announcement of the growing facilities licenses being put on hold, the dispensary licenses will now also be put on hold until everything is sorted out. The companies that chose Jackson County are still moving forward with what they can so if the licenses are rewarded they will be able to start construction immediately. 

LIVABILITY DISCUSSION

The Commission discussed issues around improving the livability of Newport and the role that the NEDC needs to play in some of the community development issues.

WEBSITE UPDATE

[bookmark: _GoBack]Director Chadwell informed the commission that our new website should be completed in May of 2018. Our new provider has switched our website to a private network which will be $750 a year. We were on a public network and still paying more than we will be now with a private network.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

The commissioners had a discussion about opportunities to strengthen the livability of our community.

ADJOURNED

Chairman Dean Sides made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. Meeting adjourned.


Layne Bowen


