NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018
7:00 A.M.
ASU-NEWPORT

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dave Kajikawa, Dr. Sandra Massey, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Layne Bowen, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, Jimmy Heatherly and Darren Caldwell.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

ASU-NEWPORT PRESENTATION

Dr. Sandra Massey, Chancellor of ASU-Newport, gave a presentation about the college and the three different campuses. The Commission was very impressed with the operations at ASU-Newport and their participation in our community.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Commissioner Benjy Harris, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

February’s financial report was given. The commission made a motion 18 months ago to approve a fly over photograph GIS mapping of our certified sites, but the bill is showing on this financial report. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the financial report with a second from Commissioner Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Director Chadwell gave an update on the White River Regional Port Authority. The bid for the road that will lead into the site for the port came in $14,800 less than expected. 
· Opportunity Zones are a new Federal program that provides incentives for locating in a zone.  We have asked to be recognized as an opportunity zone.
· Director Chadwell updated the commission on our progress with Retail Strategies. We have three current prospects that we are expecting to come visit Newport soon.
· GoGo Real Estate wants to partner with the Newport Economic Development Commission to create co-working space/coffee house in one of their available units. GoGo Real Estate has an idea to hold a competition within the community that will ask people who are interested in running the business to submit a business plan and then they will select the best plan and assist the person in getting setup. 

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· The new Rock-N-Roller Rink opened to the community. It was a huge success.
· New Vision Newport went to Arkansas Steel for their class. They did a tour of the factory.
· Julie informed the commissioners about the Pot of Gold Fundraiser that was coming up.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Director Chadwell gave an update on the medical marijuana progress. Five licenses were awarded in the state of Arkansas. One license was awarded to Delta Medical Cannabis Company which will be in Jackson County. The Delta Medical Cannabis Company has the option to purchase land from John Conner, Jr. The dispensary licenses will be announced in April or May. Another license was awarded to a company that can select between Jackson County and Jefferson County as they had two licenses approved but are only allowed to obtain one of them.  We will be encouraging them to select Jackson County.

COMPETITIVE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM

There is a new program that the Arkansas Economic Development Commission has created to help communities in recruiting industries. The program is still in the early stages and Newport was asked to be a pilot community to help guide the AEDC in ways to make the program succeed. Director Chadwell reported back to the AEDC with the few suggestions he had.

GROWTH INDICATORS

Director Chadwell reviewed the growth that Newport has experienced since 2002 when the tax for the NEDC passed.

NEW PHONE SYSTEM

Director Chadwell priced a new phone system through Ritter Communications. They have an option available to either buy or lease the system. The commission decided they would rather purchase the phone system out right rather than lease the system. Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to purchase the new phone system with a second from Commissioner Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

WEBSITE

Director Chadwell expressed frustrations with our current website host. They are not very responsive to our inquiries. Director Chadwell has reached out to a new company who has better reviews and has already been more responsive than our current website host. Director Chadwell and the new website host are still in the process of switching the website to the new company.




[bookmark: _GoBack]GOOD OF THE ORDER

Commissioner Lee Scoggins complimented what a success the Delta Visual Arts Show was regardless of the weather.

ADJOURNED

Chairman Dean Sides made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Lee Scoggins. Meeting adjourned.


Layne Bowen

