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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dave Kajikawa, Dr. Sandra Massey, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Nyesha Greer

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Layne Bowen, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, Jimmy Heatherly, Judge Carlew, Betty Carlew, Ward Massey, Dr. Patti Mullins and Frank Plegge.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Commissioner Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

December and January’s financial report were both given. December’s financial report was provided because it was not completed by the January meeting. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept December and January’s financial report with a second from Commissioner Scott Foushee, motion carried.

AMENDED BUDGET APPROVAL

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the amended budget with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Director Chadwell met with East Lab students who have been working on YouTube videos for communities across Arkansas to better improve community’s images.
· Director Chadwell attended the International Economic Development Conference in Las Vegas, NV.
· Director Chadwell met with Tim Wooldridge from ADFA on ways to distribute information on funding for housing through the state agency.

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· At the 2018 Chamber Banquet, Dr. Massey received outstanding citizen. Julie commented on what a success the chamber banquet was.
· At February’s New Vision Newport, the class went to the Arkansas State Capitol and visited with Representative Michael John Gray and Senator Ronald Caldwell.
· Julie announced the newest fundraiser to the chamber which is the Pot O’ Gold event. The Pot O’ Gold event will give one person the chance to win $10,000.00. Tickets are $200.00 and only 100 will be sold. The date for the event is March 16, 2018.

DR. PATTI MULLINS – CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Dr. Mullins and 5 representatives of the Tourism Council approached the commission about a donation to further the yearly Christmas decorations. The commission discussed and decided that they would donate $7,500.00 to the Tourism Council for Christmas decorations. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. made a motion to approve the $7,500.00 donation with a second from Commissioner Nyesha Greer. Motion carried.

COMPETITIVE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM

There is a new program that the Arkansas Economic Development Commission has created to help communities in recruiting industries. The program is still in the early stages and Newport was asked to be a pilot community to help guide the AEDC in ways to make the program succeed. We will be asked to report back on the process and help fine tune it.

NEW PHONE SYSTEM

Director Chadwell priced a new phone system through Ritter Communications. They have an option available to either buy or lease the system. Chairman Dean Sides wanted Director Chadwell to check with a different phone company before making any final decisions.

WEBSITE

Director Chadwell expressed frustrations with our current website host. They are not very responsive to our inquiries. Director Chadwell has reached out to a new company who has better reviews and has already been more responsive than our current website host.

RENEWPORT GRANTS

The Rock-N-Roller Rink, located at 2701 Highway 367 North in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the costs of remodeling the exterior of their building. The total cost of the renovation is $6,528.00 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Director Chadwell said the Rock-N-Roller Rink does qualify for the grant. This would be their second and final ReNewport grant.  Commissioner Benjy Harris motioned to approve Rock-N-Roller Rink for the $2,500 matching grant. Commissioner Dr. Massey seconded the motion. Motion carried.

CULTURAL SURVEY ISSUES

Newport has a mega site that is not yet certified. While in the process of certifying the site they have found some cultural issues that need to be looked into further. The Corps of Engineers will not do a flood plain survey on a piece of land that large so we are looking into other options on how to solve that issue.

Both issues will require separate studies to resolve.  Commissioner Sides mentioned that we would probably want to do them one at a time so that if we find issues we are spending money on a second study for no reason.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Dr. Massey complimented Director Chadwell on the way he manages the Maverick rental house. The comment was made in general that the rent needed to go up in the future. 

Commissioner Nyesha Greer will be opening a private Christian school called “Christ Academy” in the fall of 2018. The school will be 7th and 8th grade in the first year.

ADJOURNED

Chairman Dean Sides made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr. Meeting adjourned.


Layne Bowen
