NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2017
9:00 A.M.
NEWPORT BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen, Sr., Scott Foushee, Dr. Sandra Massey, Benjy Harris

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins, Mike Turner, Dave Kajikawa
 
OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Layne Bowen

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides called the meeting to order.

PROSPECT DISCUSSION

Director Jon Chadwell stated that China was dumping aluminum on the United States for extremely low prices that the United States couldn’t compete with forcing businesses to purchase aluminum from China. The United States has now placed a tariff on aluminum from China of a tax of 160% and a potential fine on businesses who still decide to purchase from China. 

Granges America has decided to refurbish one of their aluminum mill locations, spending 8 to 10 million dollars on the upgrade. The two locations that Granges is deciding between are the Newport mill and the Salisbury, NC mill. The upgrade to either mill will also create 65 plus new jobs within 4 to 6 months that the upgrade is made and will produce 300 or more new jobs in the future. The average pay for the new jobs would start at $26.50 an hour, not including overtime and yearly bonuses. The Arkansas Economic Development Commission has intentions of pursing this upgrade to the Newport mill aggressively.

The AEDC has stated that they will commit 2 million dollars to help granges with the needed upgrade to the Newport mill. Director Chadwell would like to commit $10,000 per job created ($650,000.00 total)  to help with the costs of upgrading which he feels might impact their decision on where to add 300 more jobs in the future. 

In discussion with Granges America, Director Chadwell inquired if there was anything that made them not want to upgrade the mill in Newport. Granges responded that the Ever Building is an eye sore and that they do not like it being attached or right next to their mill and property. Director Chadwell took that information and spoke with the owner of the Ever Building, Dale Shirley, about purchasing the building or having an option to purchase the building. Dale Shirley currently has an application pending to become a grower of medical marijuana or to own a dispensary for medical marijuana. Mr. Shirley has listed on his application for the dispensary the address for the Ever Building. Mr. Shirley said he would give the Newport Economic Development Commission the option to buy the property if his applications fell through.

Director Chadwell feels like the Newport Economic Development Commission should put in all resources to help attain this new upgrade to the Granges America mill located in Newport. 

ADJOURN

The special meeting had no quorum, so no official adjournment was needed.
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